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TO THE 


BISHOP or ST. A—. 


MY LORD, 


HE propriety of dedicating 


the following ſheets to your 
Lordſhip, is too obvious to occaſion 
a long avocation from the more 
ſerious duties of your life. To the 
reaſons aſſigned in the Advertiſe- 
ment for printing a Speech, equal 
to any of the nobleſt pieces of clo- 
quence the world are in poſſeſſion 
of, permit me to add one reaſon 


A 2 more 


MEET 


— 


— 


1 
more for printing mine, — That I 
have neither an hereditary nor tem- 


porary Seat in Parliament. I have 


the honour to be, 
My Lok p, 
Your Lordſhip's þ 
Moſt obedient and 


Moſt humble Servant, 


* * N n | | 


THE AUTHOR. 
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TEE CH 3c 


My LORDS, 
] AGREE with the right reverend Pre- 
late, that it is a matter of the utmoſt 


importance, to compoſe or even moderate 
the difſenſions that ſubſiſt between this 


country and her unhappy Colonies ; and 


that in all our conſultations, we ought 
never to loſe ſight; of a perfect and cordial 
reconciliation with: North America. 


B Could 


1 

Could human prudence have foreſeen, 
that the Americans would find advocates 
for their rebellion, not only amongſt the 
ſons of Britain, but alſo amongſt the mem- 
hers of both houſes of Parliament, it had 
beet letter if the Stamp Act had never 
been made. But, as the foreſight allotted 
to man, could not figure to itſelf ſuch apoſ- 
tacy amongſt the guardians of their own 
and the nation's rights; as the remembrance 
of the treaſure, and of the blood, expended 
in the defence of America forbade us to 
anticipate ſuch baſe ingratitude on the part 
of our Colonies ; as the right itſelf is juſti- 
fable on the ſoundeſt principles of law and 
reaſon, and perfectly conſiſtent with the 
nature of our free conſtitution; bt © cannot 
concur in cenſuring a law, that has been 

brought into diſgrace by the fluctuating 
and 


6 * ) 
and puſi animous politics of ſucceeding” ad- 
mitliftratibns ; which have thereby ren- 
n Vile 11 ere wealute Fark” 70 
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Were we diligently: to enquire into the 
cauſes of theſe commotions in America, we 
might poſſibly trace them to the ĩmpene- 
trable receſſes of the human heart on this 
ſidę the Atlantic; as the contention amongſt 
our ſtateſmen at the helm, for places, power, 
and profit, firſt inſpized the Americans with 
the moſt diſtant hopes of facceſs in this 
bold and unprecedented demand. Triffing 
and abſurd diſtinctions, thruſt yyon the 


public in place of folid argument, by men 
whoſe legal and parliamentary abilities 
ought, out of gratituds, to have been em- 
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terly and orthodox a manner, in the pulpit 
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ployed in the falvation, not in the deſtruc- 


tion of their country, encouraged the Ame-. 
ricans in their reſiſtance to legal authority; 


vhich reſiſtance has ſince, by the inſtiga- 


tions of the confidential ſervants of the 
crown, ſwelled into outrageous rebellion, 
accompanied with ſuch daring and unjufti- 
fiable acts, as have ſilenced every unpre- 
judiced, every rational advocate, the right 
reverend Biſhop excepted, who in ſo maſ- 


and in the ſenate, militates in favour of his 
American brethren, and piouſſy eſpouſes 
treaſons unparalleled in either pratane or 
2 A 8 


| When 3 and Rateſmen, mak pre- 
lates and patriots thus combine to de- 
lude the ignorant multitude, is it to be 


wondered 
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wondered, chat che Americans are a 
arma! 113 ut nurse 
10 the  reſentuent of partial and injudi- 
cious reſtraints in the commerce of our 
North American Colonies; z to the ſpleen 
and intrigues of diſcarded, miniſters ; to 
the ignominious removal of gur. troops fram 
a Colony, actually in rebellion; hut pringir, 
pally to the haſty and improvident repeal 
of the Stamp Act, the reyolt of Amexica, is 
to be aſcrihed. In the whole extent of ; hu- 
man affairs, in the annals gf every country. 
in every age, there is not to be found a: 
ſingle: inſlance of .a Colony daring to claim 
an exemption from that authority which 
binds and controuls the parent ſtate; far 
lels, my Lords, of a country, that) has 
countenanced this audacious and inſolent 
11 demand, 


» 
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: this nation, which has; for near 4 century 


66) 
nts, by an " abject ceſfibu of it its vitaf 
rights; thereby rendering i it difficult, if not 
im *. to reaſſume its r and pa- 
1 | authority, without the horrors. and 


convultions of a civil —_: 
dot r o #25in070.). neoteabtd r. 


— 


„ pifficult as the taſk i bs the hour 1 18 come 
wHEH it muſt be attempted. The being of 


this State detuands it; aud I truſt, that 


paſt, ptotected the rights of almoſt every 
power er it Europe, will not ſtart back, and 
Mink at the defence of its own. © We 
Have expended millions, and ſhed oceans 
of blöd, Where the intereſts of this Illand 
were but little involved ; 'and noty that our 
all is at ſtake, now that the dependence of 
cut CHlonies is in queſtion, we doubt, we 
hefitzte/ as if deſtitute of right or power. 
bunt. either 


1-8-9) 
— Neither might nor power are wanting; 
there wants but unanimity and reſolution, 
to cruſh in the bud this unnatural rebellion; 
deſtitute of every real ſupport, but what it 
derives from our own unprincipled divi- 
ſions at home. The man who thinks he 
vindicates | the general rights of mankind, 
or adds to the permanency and ſtability, of 
the liberties of Great Britain and Aeg. 
by aſſerting the freedom of the Colonies 
from parliamentary taxation, is highly miſ- 
taken: he is forging chains for this king- 
dom, for himſelf and his poſterity ; involv- 
ing Britain and America in one common 
ruin; and ſeconding, in thei moſt ſpeedy 
and effectual manner the wiſhes of bur 
watchful and potent rivals, the French, by 
thus diſuniting, more than the väſt Atlan 
_ the ſubjects of the ſame Imperial 


3 Crown; 


60 
Crown; making the Americans allies, in- 
ſtead of ſubjeQs ;. no ſtronger bond of union 
left, than mutual intereſt ; without autho- 


rity on our part, without allegiance or ſub- 


ordination on theirs. And What ſort of 
bond a Wannen this elt inter- 


14 D® ,& © 


kiſtory, every tranſaction of the laſt four- 
ſcore years, ought feelingly to inſtruCt us. 


Be not deceived, my Lords, by Uto- 
pian notions of an intereſted union between 
ſtates; nor vainly imagine, that two ſuch 
diſtant countries can long be cemented by 
fuch weak and 'variable ties as intereft and 
affection. Mankind, in every corner of 
the univerſe, is the ſame, equally ſelf- 
intereſted, ungrateful, and capricious; and 
equally, I fear, ſtrangers to public virtue. 

| Some 


9 

Some ſtate empirics there are, who ſtyle 
themſelves Patriots, and magnify their zeal 
for liberty and the conſtitution. With them, 
it is patriotiſm in an Engliſhman to diſ- 
member his country. In an American, it 
is heroiſm to rebel againſt that authority, 
which, for two centuries, has anxiouſly 
protected the Colonies' from every danger, 
foreign and domeſtic ; nurſed them with 
the tenderneſs and affetion of a parent; 
| bared her boſom for the ſupport of theſe 
pelican children; and reared in her doating 
arms a generation of vipers and parricides. 
— Theſe, my Lords, are our heroes !— 
theſe are our patriots To me they ap- 
pear as ſo many Cromwels of their country. 


The Right Reverend Advocate for Ame- 
rica has given us an indiſputable proof of 
his 


e. 


his diſoernment, in totally avoiding the 
queſtion of right. It will be neceſſary for 


me, however, to examine on what prin- 


ciples the Americans ground their objec- 
tions to the right in the Britiſh Parliament 
to tax them ; the eſtabliſhing of this right 
being the foundation of that conduct which, 


I think, Parliament ou ght to hold towards 
her Colonies. 


The principal, and indeed the only ** 


jection to which it will be requiſite to give 
a formal and direct anſwer, is this; That 


the Americans are not repreſented in Parlia- 


ment, and therefore not ſubject to taxes im- 
poſed by it; repreſentation being, by the 
conſtitution. of this realm, a neceſſary ground 
of taxation. To this 1 anſwer, That, by 


the conſtitution, repreſentation is not neceſ= 


fary 


n 4 
fary to taxation; and that, i it was, the J 
Americans are repreſented. 2.397 


The truth of this ſeemingly anti-conſti- 
tutional aſſertion, That repreſentation is 
not a neceſſary ground of taxation, will 
manifeſtly appear, from two conſiderations. 
The firſt is, That Parliaments, i in the times 
of our Saxon anceſtors, from whom, we 
boaſt that the form and ſpirit of our con- 
ſutution is derived, aſſeſſed and levied taxes 
before the Commons fat in parliament by 
repreſentation ; for this acceſſion of new 
force and vigour to the conſtitution was not 
made rill the reign of Henry the Firſt, pro- 
bably not till the 49th of Henry the Third. 
The right of taxation was therefore prior 
to, and independent. of repreſentation, un- 
leſs the conſequent can be made to precede 


C 2 the 


EY) ” 
the antecedent, or the effect become * 
parent of the tauſe. The ſecond conſidera- 
tion is, That there are more millions of 
ſubjects unrepreſented in England, and yet 
taxed, than there are inhabitants in Britiſh 


Ametica. Out of eight millions of inha- 


bitants i in this kingdom, there are not five 
hundred thouſand electors: the other ſeven 
millions five hundred. thouſand are exactly 
on the ſame footing with the three millions 
in America. wy 7 og 


If our anceſtors were taxed without be- 


ing repreſented at all; if at this hour there 
are more Engliſhmen unrepreſented, and 
yet taxed, than there are mutinous inha- 
bitants lis all our Calonies, how, in the 
name of common ſenſe, can repreſentation 

be 


643) 
be «noche ade un ng ground of 
taxation? 21 2 Ihe | 


| If the right to impoſe taxes devolyed to 
Parliament, in conſequence of the admiſ- 
ſion of the commons into a ſhare of the 
legiſlature, where has this doctrine been 
treaſured up for ſo many centuries? It is 
not ſo much as hinted at in any of the 
various acts of Parliament, which eſtabliſh 
this noble inheritance of the ſubject, from 
Magna Charta to the Revolution, 'The 
petition of right, that pillar of the liberties 
and franchiſes of Engliſhmen, is ſilent 
upon this head; yet this petition, and its 
prayer, That no man hereafter be com- 
pelled to make or yield any git, han, 
benevolence, tax, or ſuch like charge, 


without cammon conſtnt by act of Parlia- 
ment, 


— - 


ment, was the petition and prayer of the 
ſubject univerſally, It came from, and 
was in behalf of, every individual dwell- 
ing under the protection of the Crown of 
England; and its benefits and obligations 
extended to all alike. The anceſtors of 
the Americans were parties in this petition, 
and they and their poſterity, for a century 
and a half, have enjoyed the ſweets of 
it. The Americans are therefore con- 
cluded and bound by this petition, and are 
entitled to no greater freedom than their 
anceſtors demanded, and was confirmed to 
them in common with the reſt of the ſub- 
jects. By this act of their forefathers, the 
Americans are included within the cirele 
of parliamentary legiſlation and taxation, 
and their deſcent there, or migration here, 
does not vary the nature of their depend- 


ence 


ence on, or ſubmiſſion to, the crown and 
legiſlature of England, nor create one 
new right, privilege, or exemption what- 
ſoever. 


At the Revolution, what had been peti- 
tioned for by the ſubject, and ſolemnly 
aſſented to by the crown, was confirmed 

by the Bill of Rights; an act whoſe in- 
| fluence extended to every part of the Bri- 
tiſh dominions, as the crown was diſpoſed 
of by that act. No exemption on the foot 
of nonrepreſentation was there eſtabliſhed; 
but in this, and in every other declaration of 
the rights of the ſubject, che grant of Par- 
liament is the teſt of legality in a tax. 
Our anceſtors, ſhort-ſighted, ignorant men} 
thought, (as I have the misfortune to think, 
and ſhall preſently explain) that the Par- 


hament 
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1 abhor: I had rather to uſe che language 


(116 


lament repreſented the whole empire? 


The merit of a recent and contrary diſco- 
very, which has contributed ſo mightily 
to the tranquillity of the Colonies, and the 
benefit of Great Britain, was reſerved for 
this illuſtrious age, whoſe patriots are diſ- 
carded: courtiers; whoſe oracles the outcaſts 
of mankind. 


- Whatever opinion may be formed of me, 
by thoſe whoſe” doQrines I moſt cordially 
differ from, no man living is a ſteadier 
friend to liberty than I am; no man more 
ardently reveres our glorious conſtitution; 
but frantic, enthuſiaſtie, undefined liberty, 


of our immortal Shakeſpear, whoſe fire I 
wiſh I could borrow as eaſily as his words) 


be a toad, and feed upon the vapour of a 
dungeon, 


( 17 ) 


| dungeon, than live in a ſtate convulſed 


with jarring, incoherent ſyſtems of free- 
dom. "Whilſt 1 live I will abide by the 
conſtitution as delivered to us by our an- 

ceſtors ; ; and with every ability of mind 
and body, maintain the legal prerogative 
of the crown, the dignity and privileges of 


Parliament, and the univerſal juriſdiction 


of the Britiſh legiſlature, as the only ſolid 
foundation of en mee. | 


on theſe e the ebe of 
Parliament to tax America might be ſafely 
reſted; but as it is of conſequence, ih a 
matter of ſuch high and national import, 
to remove all doubt (as far as my poor abi- 
lities, ſtruggling againſt the tide and tor- 
rent of the times, can) I ſhall recur to the 
ſecond part of my anſwer, to wit; That 


the Americans are repreſented, 
| D There 
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There is no propoſition clearer to my 
underſtanding than this; That the Parlia- 
ment is, collectively, the repreſentative of 


the Britiſh empire; in ſo much that it is 


incapable of illuſtration by argument. Yet, 
that the validity of - this important truth 
may not depend on my judgment, or aſſer- 
tion alone, 1 beg leave to call the attention 
of the houſe to an authority inferior only 
to Divine Revelation; the authority of Par- 
liament, drawn from a period of our hiſ- 


tory, when the ſpirit of colonization was 
not unknown in this kingdom; and when 


no diſpute ſubſiſted between People and 
Parliament, to influence the judgment of 
the latter in declaring the extent of repre- 


ſentation. 


The authority J allude to is the petition 
or ſupplication of Parliament to Queen 


Mary, 


1 | 

Mary, in 1554. The words of the pre- 
amble to it are theſe: We, the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and the Commons, in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, repreſent- 
ing the whole bodie of the realme of Eng- 
land, and dominiont of the ſame, 8 the name 
of ourſelves particularly, and of the ſaid | 
bodie univerſally, Mer this our moſt humble 
ſupplication, &c. 


I do not apprehend that words can more 


- XY SS 


fully declare the nature of parliamentary 


repreſentation, than thoſe now read declare 


Parliament the univerſal repreſentatrve of 
the dominions of the Crown of England.— 
In this parliamentary acceptation of repre- 


ſentation, I will heartily concur in main- 
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taining, that it is of the very eſſence of 


taxation, But the ſpeculative opinions of 
» D 2 modern 
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modern politicians, and of the ableſt writers. 
on goyernment, who reaſon from What 
they think the conſtitution ought to be, and 
who conjure up a repreſentation of their. 
own, muſt give way to this Jaythority,. 
which declares in the Journals of Parlia- 


ment what the conflitution j 10. 


; With what W wy Lords, is the 
nized by our anceſtors in full parliament 
| above two | hundred years ago, branded. 
with the appellation of arbitrary, taxation, 
and uncandidly compared to the infamous. 
and illegal depredations of the Eaſt ? Re- 
ligion has done ſome. miſchief i in the world, 

perhaps as much as arbitrary taxation, 


joined to the three other ſcourges from 


Heaven, 1 peſtilence, and the ſword. 
Am 


(2) 
Am I from thence to conclude, , with the 
Right Reverend Divine, becauſe religion 
gave birth to the horrid maſſacres | in Spa- 
niſh America, to that of Ireland and St. 


w 8 


Bartholomew, that the North Americans 
ought t to have no o religion at all ; and that 
they ſhould be held excuſable for wiſhing 
to exempt themſelves from 8 'griexance that 
has cauſed ſuch unexampled devaſtation ? 
Our ſpiritual E Father will, I hope, hereafter 
judge more favourably of parliamentary, 
taxation, and argue more logically againſt 
it, for the ſake of that religion t he Profeſſes, 
and to which he is a ſhining light and or- 
nament, When his Lordſhip ſhall reaſſume 
that candour x which his cloth ſhould inſpire, 


and | from which, his commendable indigna- 


tion againſt the butchers and plunderers of 
millions led him, he will not infer, becauſe 


we 


—_ — — 


622) 
we gave the Americans the form and ſpirit 
of our conſtitution, and made them co- 
heirs of liberty with ourſelves, that they 
are abſolved from all obedience to our laws, 


or emancipated from the parental autho- 


' rity of Parliament.— We gave them the 


laws, the liberties of England : more we 
neither did nor could give, with ſafety to 
ourſelves; and thoſe who are not ſatisfied 
with that gift, do not deſerve, and will not 
long enjoy it; as obedience to the laws is 
more neceſſary to the full enjoyment of 
liberty, than the repreſentation ſo eagerly 
contended for. A deſire of more than the 
laws and conſtitution gave, has once en- 
dangered the freedom of Engliſhmen, and 
may again engender anarchy and wild up- 
roar; from whence not temporary, but 
perpetual tyranny, may ariſe. 

| That 


( 23 ) 

That the Americans will return to their 
former obedience, and reſume their wonted 
affection to this country, his Lordſhip muſt 
excuſe me if I cannot credit on his aſſer- 
tion, or that of any man alive. It is con- 
trary to human nature to forgive thoſe we 
have injured, or to ſubmit to thoſe we have 
trampled upon. Beſides, fear, the great 
chain that united America to Britain, 1s 
broke. The dread, the terror of the Ca- 
nadian ſcalping-knife is removed, and with 
it the affection, the obedience of the Colo- 
nies to their aged and exhauſted Parent. 
If the art of- government is founded on 
experience, we are experimentally taught, 
that the minds of the Americans are not to 
be impreſſed by gentleneſs and patience. 
Hitherto every attempt to an accommoda- 
tion has augmented the inſolence of the 


Americans, 


7 
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Americans, every delay has been conſtrued 


into timidity or inability. Neither private 
property, nor the free agency of indivi- 
duals, have eſcaped the fury of theſe co- 
venanters; all muſt bend to the impetuoſity 
of their zeal ; the opinions of a vaſt people 
muſt conform to the ſtandard of a few; 
and all America ſubmit to the tyranny of a 
political inquiſition erected at Boſton. Not- 
withſtanding theſe marks of violence and 


diſaffection, exceedingly reſembling thoſe 


of times I am unwilling to recall to your 


Lordſhips memories, there are men in this 
aſſembly hardy enough to aſſert, that our 
impracticable ſtatelineſs removed, a recon- 
ciliation would not be the work of an hour. 
By impracticable ſtatelineſs muſt be meant, 


the ſovereignty of the Crown, and the le- 


giſlatorial power of Parliament; for nothing 
leſs 


wel 
of 
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fefs wilt ſatisfy the haughty and turbulent 
ſpirits of theſe American reptiblicans, 


Even on their own” humiliating and diſ- 
graceful terms, a reconciliation with North. 
America would at beſt be but precarious. 
Accuſtomed to triumph, the Americans 
would Iook forward to a total independence; 
and having, by force, freed themſelves from 
the fetters of one act of the Britiſh Legiſla- 
ture, would not long ſubmit to any. On 
the firſt diſguſt, the Act of Navigation will 
be deemed, by theſe American cafuiſts, an 
invaſion of their ſeveral rights; and the 
preſent non- importation and exportation 
covenant be ſpeedily followed by a free im- 
portation and exportation, not demanded, 
but taken. If tame and dilatory meaſures, 


| ſupported by an ill· conducted and fcanty 


E military 


( - 26 ) 


military force, under inſtructions from an 
adminiſtration, unwilling either to aſſert or 
abandon the rights of this nation, are ſtill 
purſued, the man, my Lords, in this aſſem- 
bly, whoſe head is whiteſt with age, need 
not deſpair of ſeeing this extraordinary 
event ; nor of being, in his laſt years, a 
helpleſs ſpeQator of his country's ruin, and 
of the deſtruction of its trade, its finances, 
and its liberties. Whenever this event does 
happen, I ſhall envy him his grey hairs, 
and his infirmities, and look on youth and 


health as the greateſt of buman evils. 


Of all the misfortunes that attend this 
devoted nation, procraſtination is the great- 
eſt. In the ſtate that things are, I could 
forgive a miniſter doing wrong, but I can- 
not forgive his doing nothing. It argues 
the 


( 27 
the moſt abject puſillanimity, and a coward 


is no more fit to be a miniſter here, than 
he is to command an army at Boſton. 


In matters of ſuch vaſt importance, on 
which the fate of a great empire depends, 
It behoves us, my Lords, to be clear in our 
rights and determined in our reſolutions. 
But I much queſtion, whether ex poſt facto 
acts of Parliament are a foundation ſolid 
enough for us to build upon. Such laws 
are as dangerous in civil, as they are tyran- 
nical in criminal, queſtions; they are ever 
unſatisfactory, and rather tend to inflame, 
than conciliate or convince.” Inſtead of paſ- 
ſing empty, unavailing declarations of the 
rights of Parliament, and conſtituting outs 
ſelves judges in our own cauſe, let us try 
the right like men. Let the point in dif 
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pute between us and our Colonies be judged 
by the ſages of che law, as it ſtood when 
this controver ſy firſt -vEeurr d. Matters of 
as high concern to the liberties of theſe 
Kingdoms have been, are now, fubmitted 
to the determination of the moſt reſpectable 
tribunal i in the univerſe, the twelve Judges 
of England, at a time when their depend- 
ance on the crown v was' greater, thr know- 
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Ia W it were to . 
tbat every hoſtile, every penal proceeding 
agairift America was Ropped, and that 
mercy, like the dew from heaven, might 
fall on the heads of the deluded and miſ- 
guided Coloniſts; in whom. the love of li- 
berty and their natale /olum cannot be an 
11 offence in the light of Eng: 
liſhmen, 
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liſhmen, nor be deemed a crime by our 
mild, merciful, and .much inſulted Sove- 
reign. Should the Americans refuſe to ſub- 
mit the juſtice of their cauſe to this only 
amicable and conſtitutional mode of deci- 
ſion, on them be the guilt of conſequences 
too horrid to anticipate even in imagination. 
It will then be conſiſtent with the ſpirit and 
dignity of this -pation end Parliament to 
aſſert their rights by a laudable and manly 
exertion of that power, which ſo lately t trĩ- 

umphed over the united flects and armies 
of France and Spain; and both nation and 
Parliament will be juſtified in ſo doing. not 
only by man, but by that Providence, ta 
whoſe eſpecial protection I humbly recom- 
mend our caufe, If this method, which I 
| baye ventured to propoſe with great humi- 
lity and deterence, ſhauld meet with the 


approbation 
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approbation of all parties (an event barely 
poſſible), there are other points of alterca- 
tion and diſpute which ought finally to be 
ſettled and adjuſted. One of theſe points 
is, the power claimed, and in one inſtance 
exerciſed by Parliament, of altering the 
charters of the American Colonies. : 


1 confeſs, my Lords, this is a Power of 
ſo tranſcendent a nature, that it ought to 
be ſparingly exerciſed, and only on great 
emergencies, and upon the cleareſt and 
moſt evident neceſſity. Perhaps it ought 
never to be employed i in times ſo unfortu- 
nate as theſe, leſt what was dictated by 
wiſdom ſhould wear the appearance of pu- 
niſhment, and convey a ſuſpicion of reſent- 
ment. It cannot be admitted, although 
very poſitively aſſerted, that an alteration 


in 
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in the charter of an American province, 
without the conſent of the provincials, u 
the moſt arbitrary act of government. 
Theſe charters are the offspring of the hu- 
man underſtanding, and conſequently liable 
to a thouſand imperfections: muſt ſuch 
haſty and crude productions, fraught, per- 
haps, with privileges noxious to the whole 
empire, through the invincible obſtinacy 
of mankind, ever wedded to the cuſtoms, 
manners, and abſurdities of their anceſ- 


tors, remain to all Eternity a thorn in the 
ſide of the Mother Country? It is not rea- 


ſonable, it is not politic, they ſhould, 4 
We have ſeen the union between the king- 
doms of England and Scotland, as ſolemn 


and deliberate an act of ſtate as can be met 


with in the records of any ration, yield to 


that great and leading maxim, ſalus populi 
ſuprema 
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prema lex 610. Private property and 
every fpecies of right has, and muff agairt 
give way to the general intereſt of the 
community; and 1 know no particular 
mark of ſanctity affixed to the charters of 
America, that ſhould make Parliament re- 
ſpect them more than the-charters of our 
trading and monied companies, thoſe of the 
patriotic cities of London and Briſtol, or 
even that of an inferior corporation. They 
are alf grants of the crown, andare all ame- 
nable to the juriſdiction of the contts ire 
Weftminfter-hall, It would be a diſgrace- 
fat abſurdity in the Iaws of this realm, if 
the crown (whoſe own prerogative ceaſes 
where it would be injurious to the ſtate) 
could grant by charter a privilege incom- 
| patible with the- intereſt of the nation. 
Upon the principles contended for, the 


ſame 
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ſame charter would be valid becauſe it was 
granted to an American, which would be 
void or voidable if granted to an Engliſh- 
man. It is really the heighth of folly to 
aſſert, that the ſuperlative power of Parlia- 


ment, which checks and controuls the pre- 
rogative of Kings, cannot alter or annul a 
a charter, endangering, poſſibly, the peace 
and exiſtence of the Britiſh empire, 


There 1s a wonderful ſenſibility that at- 
tends every thing relating to America. 
It is the criterion of Britiſh liberty to 
be taxed by Parliament ; it is tyranny (we 
are told) in that Parliament to tax the Ame- 
ricans. It is the higheſt political excellence 
to amend our own conſtitution; it is the 
moſt enormous ſtretch of arbitrary power 
to attempt an alteration in that of our Co- 
lonies. We, who daily ſubmit to parlia- 
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mentary taxes, to alterations in our ſtill 
. amperfect conſtitution, and to amendments 


in the charters of our greateſt corporations, 
are the freeſt, the happieſt people in the 
world : To be taxed by the ſame Parlia- 
ment, to have their incomprehenſible con- 
ſtitutions altered, and their charters regu- 
lated by the ſame wiſdom and diſcretion, 
for the general advantage of the Public, 
implies an abje& and flaviſh dependency in 


our Colonies; 


| Theſe are contradictions and abſurdities, 
too glaring for any one, but a politician, 
to believe, and too trifling to merit a ſerious 
diſcuſſion in this aſſembly, or to juſtify my 
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